Periodical  Department, 


if 

[l5Q  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK. 

lib 

of  the 

p 

^     OeuentA    >^lnnual   Oess/on     & 

V 

of  the 

^sitlantic     ^/Yiisslon 

1 

1 

Conference 

1 

1 

of  the 

^TtetAoafist  (Episcopal  (church, 

TieU  at 

1 

Elizabeth  City,  Jf.  C.  Oct.  27 st  to  26th,  '03. 

& 

Published  by    the   Secretaries. 

f 

1903. 

ROCKY  MOUNT  PUBLISHING  CO.   PRINT. 

Rocky  Mount.  N.  C. 

Official  journal 

of  the 

^*     Seventh    ^jnnual   Session 

of  the 


Atlantic     ^Mi 
\Lonfe 


LSSLO/l 


erence 

of  the 

^^Lethodlst  Episcopal  C^AurcA, 

Tie  to1  at 
Slizabeth  (Bity,  Jt.  C,  Oct  2/st  to  26th,  '03. 

Published  by    the    Secretaries. 


1903. 

ROCKY  MOUNT  PUBLISHING  CO.   PRINT, 

Rocky  Mount.  N.  C. 


ATLANTIG  MISSION  CONPERENGE 

or  THE 

METHODIST  EPISGOPAL  OIURGM. 


1903. 


OFFICERS: 

President— Bishop  James  W.  Joyce,  D.  D.,  L.  L.  D. 
Secretary— C.  M,  Levister,  Marshallberg,  N.  C. 
Assistant  Secretary— T.  S.  Davis,  Elizabeth  City,N.C. 
Statistician— John  A.  Hudson,  Parmele,  N.  C. 
Treasurer— W.  H.  Luther,  Morehead  Gity,  N.  C. 

CONFERENCE  COMMITTEES. 


EXAMINERS: 

President,  C.  M.  Levister;  Registrar,  E,  0.  Eldridge;  T. 
S.  Davis,  J.  F.  Usrey,  W.  H.  Luther. 

BOARD  OF  CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

President,  J.  F,  Usrey;  Vice  President,  H.  A.  Nichols; 
Secretary,  C.  M.  Levister;  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Luther;  Ad- 
ditional—Chas.  S.  Davis,  Martin  V.  Willis,  E.  P.  Lewis, 
Sr.,W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  "Ex  officio." 

TRIERS  OF  APPEALS. 

W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  J.  F.  Usrey,  E.  0.  Eldridge,  T.  S. 
Davis,  J.  B.  Bridgers,  C.  M.  Levister,  J.  A.Sisk. 

CONFERENCE  RELIEF  FUND  TRUSTEES. 

C.  M.  Levister,  W.  H.  Luther,  W.  Q.  A.  Graham. 


^;*ac  ca/ 


<hr> 
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CONFERENCE  ROLL. 

NAME.  BANK.  WHEN    ADMITTED. 

Bailey,  D.  D Probationer 1902 

Bribers,  J.    B Elder 1897 

Bridgers,   L.  B    Probationer 1902 

Chappell,  M.L Elder 1898 

Davis,  T.  S Elder From  Blue  Ridge 

Garris,  J.   H Deacon 1902 

Graham,  W.  Q.  A Elder From  Blue   Ridge 

Hudson,  J.  A Deacon 1900 

Levister,  C.   M Elder 1897 

Lewis,  J.    J Deacon 1900 

Luther,    W.  H Elder 1899 

Midgett,  E.  J Deacon 1902 

Norton,  J.  M Probationer 1902 

Sisk,  J.  A Elder Prom  Blue  Ridge 

Dsrey,  J.  F Eldei From  Blue  Ridge 

White,  U.  S Deacon From  Blue  Ridge 

DISCIPLINARY  QUESTIONS. 

1.  Who  have  been  received  by  transfer,  and  from  what 
conference? — E.  ().  Eldridge,  Baltimore. 

2.  Who  have  been  readmitted? — None. 

3.  Who  have  been  received  on  credentials,  and  from  what 
churches  ? — None. 

4.  Who  have  been  received  on  trial? — None. 

5.  Who  have  been  continued  on  trial? — (a)  In  studio  of 
first  year,  Evan  J.  Midgett,  James  M.  Norton:  (b)  in 
studies  of  second  year,  David  D.  Bailey,  Luther  B.  Bridgers, 
James  H.  Garriss,  Johr  A.  Hudson. 

6.  Who  have  been  discontinued? — None. 

7.  Who  have  beer  admitted  into  full  membership? — 
None. 

8.  What  members  are  in  studies  of  third  year? — (a) 
Admitted  into  full  membership  this  year,  none;  (b)  admit- 
ted into  full  membership  previously,  Ulysis  S.  White. 
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9.  What  members  are  in  studies  of  fourth  year? — John 
J.  Lewis. 

10.  What  members  have  completed  the  conference  course 
of  study? — (a)  Elected  and  ordained  elders  this  year, 
Moody  L.  Chappell;  (b)  elected  and  ordained  elders  pre- 
viously, William  H.  Luther. 

11.  What  others  have  been  elected  and  ordained  deacons? 
— (a)  As  local  preachers,  George  F.  Sever. 

12.  What  others  have  been  elected  and  ordained  elders? 
— None. 

13.  Was  the  character  of  each  preacher  examined? — 
Yes.  This  was  carefully  attended  to  as  the  name  of  each 
preacher  was  called  in  open  conference. 

14.  Who  have  been  transferred,  and  to  what  conferences? 
— Leolan  Jackson,  an  elder,  and  Charles  F.  Hunter,  a  dea- 
con in  the  fourth  year's  course  of  study,  to  the  Holston  con- 
ference. 

15.  Who  have  died? — None. 

16.  Who  have  been  located  at  their  own  request? — None. 

17.  Who  have  been  located  ? — None. 

18.  Who  have  withdrawn  ? — None. 

19.  Who  have  been  permitted  to  withdraw  under  charges 
or  complaints? — None. 

20.  Who  have  been  expelled  ? — None. 

21.  What  other  personal  notation  should  be  made? — 
The  orders  of  George  W.  Stancill,  an  elder  in  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  church,  were  recognized. 

22.  Who  are  the  supernumerary  preachers? — None. 

23.  Who  are  the  superanuated  preachers? — None. 

24.  WTho  are  the  triors  of  appeals? — W.  Q.  A.  Graham. 
E.  O.  Eldridge,  J.  B.  Bridgers,  J.  F.  Usrey,  T.  S.  Davis,  C. 
M.  Levister,  J.  A.  Sisk. 

25.  What  is  the  statistical  report  for  this  year? — See 
tabulated  statement. 

26.  What  is  the  aggregate  of  the  benevolent  collections 
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ordered  by  the  General  Conference,  as  reported  by  the  con- 
ference treasurer? — $221.00. 

27.  What  are  the  claims  on  the  conference  fund  ? — None. 

28.  What  has  been  received  on  these  claims,  and  how  has 
it  been  applied? — $80.00,  which  has  been  applied  under  or- 
der of  conference. 

29.  Where  are  the  preachers  stationed  ? — 

[These  appointments  are  in  the  State  of   North  Caro- 
lina except  as  otherwise  indicated.] 

W.  Q   A.  Graham,  Supt.,        P.  O.  Hollywood,  N.  C. 

MOREHEAD   CITY   DISTRICT. 
W.  Q.  A.  Graham,         -         -  Presiding  Elder, 

CHARGE.  POSTOFFICE.  PASTOR. 

Alliance Grantsboro J.    J.  Lewis 

Bladen  Circuit Lumberton  To  be  supplied 

Harker'  s  Island Beaufort Geo .  F.  Sever 

(Supply) 

Marshallberg J.  F.  U srey 

Morehead  City W.  H.  Luther 

Ocracoke J.  A.  Sisk 

Parmele J.  A.  Hudson 

Pa:es Elrod,  N.  C W.  R.  Woodell 

(Supply.) 

Tarboro To  be  supplied 

Rowlands Lumberton,  N.  C,  J.  B.  Bridgers 

Wildwood Hollywood       "     ....U.S.White 

C.  M.  Levister,    President   Graham   Collegiate  Insti- 
tute. Member  Marshallberg  Quarterly  Conference. 
L.   B.    Bridgers,     Rowlands   Quarterly     Conference, 
left  without  appointment  to  attend  one  of 
our  schools. 
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PORTSMOUTH  DISTRICT. 

E.  O.  Eldridg*,         -        -        -  Presiding  Elder, 

418  Count}  St.,  Portsmouth,  Ya. 

Avon ..D.  D.  Bailey 

Elizabeth  City T.  S.  Davis 

Lavvrenceville,  Ya E.  J.  Midgett 

Noii'olk,  Ya J.  M.  Norton 

Portsmouth  and  Pinners  Point,  Ya E   O.  Eldridge 

Wallaceton,  Ya To  be  supplied 

Whalewille,  Ya.,  Dwight,  N.  C M.  L.  Chappell 

Winfall L  H.  Garris 

30.  Where  shall  the  next  conference  be  held? — Marshall- 
berg,  X.  C. 

DAILY  PROCEEDINGS—FIRST   DAY. 

Wednesday  evening.  Oct.  21,  1903. 

The  seventh  annual  session  of  the  Atlantic  Mission  Con- 
ference met  in  Pearl  street  M.  E.  church.  Elizabeth  City, 
X.  C.  Wednesday  evening,  October  21,  1903,  at  7:45 
o'clock,  Bishop  Isaac  W.  Joyce,  D.  D.    L.L.  D.,  presiding. 

The  bishop  read  the  53d  chapter  of  Isaiah  and  a  part  of 
the  26th  chapter  of  Matthew,  beginning  with  the  17th  verse: 
after  which  the  hymn,  beginning,  "Alas,  and  Did  My  Sa- 
vior Bleed."  was  sung. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  then  admin- 
•-tcied  b>  the  bishop,  assisted  by  Rev.  Drs.  John  F.  Dodd 

F.  S.  Dunham.  VV.  Q.  A.  Graham,  and  Thos.  S.  Davis.  Af- 
ter the  hymn  "Nearer  My  God  to  Thee"  was  sung,  prayer 
offered  by  the  bishop.  The  roll  was  then  called  by  the 
secretary  of  the  last  session  and  the  following  named  re- 
sponded: W.  O.  A.  Graham.  W.  H.  Luther.  T.  S.  Davis.  T. 
f.  Lewis.  J.  T\.  Lri'lo-ers.  C.  M.  Levister,  U.  S.  White.  M.  L. 
Chappell.     The  roll  of  probationers  was  called  md  the  fob 
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lowing  found  present:  J.  H.  Garris,  E.  J.  Midgett,  L.  B. 
LSridgers.  J.  A.  Hudson  and  D.  D.  Bailey. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Lnther,  C.  M.  Levister  was  elected 
secretary  and  named  T.  S.  Davis  as  his  assistant. 

On  motion  of  C.  M.  Levister,  Jno.  A.  Hudson  was  elect- 
ed statistical  secretary  who  named  L.  B.  Bndgers  as  his  as- 
sistant. , 

On  motion  of  T.  S.  Davis,  W.  H.  Luther  was  elected 
conference  treasurer.  . 

The  following  committees  were  appointed  by  the  super- 
intendent, and  on  lis  motion,  elected: 

Worship— T.  S.  Davis.  W.  Q.  A.  Graham. 

Freedman's  Aid  and  Southern  Education  Society— C.  M. 
Levister.  T.  A.  Hudson.  L.  B.  Bridgers. 

•Church  Extension— W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  C.  M.  Levister 
and  T.  S.  Davis.  f  . 

S.  S.  Union  and  Tract  Society— U.  S.  \\  hite,  J.  J.  Lewis, 
M.  S.  Chapell. 

Auditing  Committee^- T.  S.  Davis  and  J.  H.  Garris. 
Conference  Stewards— C.  M.  Levister,  W.  H.  Luther, 

" '  Periodicals— T.  S.  Davis,  C.  M.  Levister  and  W.  H.  Lu- 

1  Education— E.  O.   Eldridge,  M.  L.   Chapell,  and  E.  J. 

Midgett.  „       ,  _*    T 

Education— E.  O.  Eldridge,  \Y.  L.  Chappell  and  E.  J. 

"  MT?mperance— D.  D.  Bailey,  J.  M.  Norton,  L.  B.  Bridgers. 

BibleSociety-M.L   Chappell   U.S   White 

Missionary  Cause— J.  B.  Bridgers,  J.  H.  Garris,  J.  F 
Usrey. 

Missionary  Appropriation -W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  C.  M. 
Levister  and  W.  H.  Luther.  .*,.** 

Dr.  E.  S.  Dunham,  of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference,  was 
introduced  by  the  bishop,  and  was  invited  by  the  conference 
to  conduct  Pentecostal  services  during  the  sessions  of  the 
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Conference. 

Rev.  John  F.  Dodd,  D.  D.,  Assistant  Recording  Secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Society,  was  introduced  to  the  conference 

J.  B.  Bridgers  was  asked  to  represent  the  Methodist  Re- 
view. 

A  draft  for  $64.00,  our  share  of  the  dividends  of  the  Book 
Concern,  was  ordered  drawn :  and  on  motion  of  C.  M.  Levis- 
ier,  was  turned  over  to  the  trustees  of  the  conference  relief 
fund. 

The  bar  of  the  conference  was,  on  motion,  fixed  at  second 
pew  from  front. 

The  hours  of  meeting  and  adjournment  were  fixed  at 
8:45  a-  m-  and  12  m.,  the  first  forty-minutes  to  be  devoted  to 
Pentecostal  services. 

Conference  adjourned. 

The  Doxology  was  sung  and  Bishop  Joyce  pronounced 
the  Benediction. 

SECOND  DAY. 

Thursday,  Oct.  22,  1903. 

Conference  convened  at  8:15  a.  m.  and  after  Pentecostal 
services  conducted  by  Dr.  Dunham,  was  called  to  order  for 
business  by  the  Bishop. 

The  Journal  of  first  day  was  read  and  approved. 

Question  1.  "Who  have  been  received  by  transfer  and 
from  what  Conference?"  was  taken  up.  Bishop  Joyce  an- 
nounced the  transfer  of  E.  O.  Eldridge  from  the  Baltimore 
conference. 

On  motion  of  J.  B.  Bridgers,  the  Bishop  appointed  the 
following  named  committee  on  the  tobacco  question :  J. 
B.  Bridgers,  J.  A.  Hudson  and  M.  L.  Chappell. 

Question  13  was  called,  "Was  the  character  of  each 
preacher  examined?"  The  character  of  W.  Q.  A.  Graham 
was  passed  and  he  made  report  of  the  work  under  his  care. 
The  characters  of  T.  S.  Davis,  J.  F.  Usrey,  J.  B.  Bridgers 
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and  C.  M.  Levister  were  passed  and  they  reported  their 
work. 

On  motion  of  W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  U.  S.  White  and  M.  L. 
.  Chappell  were  appointed  committee  on  Epworth  League. 

On  motion  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Whereas,  the  existing  provision  for  the  support  of  our 
snperanuated  preachers,  their  widows  and  orphans  is  in- 
adequate, and 

Whereas,  there  is  in  consequence  much  discomfort  and 
hardship  in  many  sections  of  the  connection,  therefore,  be  it. 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  authorize  a  com- 
mission of  fifteen,  one  from  each  General  Conference  dis- 
rnct,  and  one  at  large,  to  devise  a  conneetional  plan  that 
will  make  better  provision  for  the  support  of  the  superan- 
uates  without  arbitrarily  affecting  any  local  organization  or 
arrangement  now  existing  and  report  the  same  to  this  Gene- 
ral Conference  in  time  for  final  action. 

On  motion  Conference  ordered  that  delegates  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Anti-Saloon  League  which  will  be  held 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  November,  be  elected. 

Question  14.  "Who  have  been  transferred  and  to  what 
conference?"  was  taken  up.  The  Bishop  announced  the 
transfer  of  Leolan  Jackson  an  Elder,  and  Chas.  F.  Hunter,  a 
deacon  in  the  fourth  year's  course  of  stud}',  to  Holston  Con- 
ference. 

Question  5.  "Who  have  been  continued  on  trial?"  was 
called.  J.  G.  Harris.  L.  -B.  Bridgers,  and  D.  D.  Bailey  re- 
ported their  work,  and  after  proper  representation  by  the 
superintendent  and  report  of  examining  committee,  they 
were  on  motion  in  each  case  advanced  to  studies  of  second 
year;  the  two  last  named  being  advanced  on  condition  that 
they  bring  up  one  study  each  which  had  been  left  out  in  the 
first  year's  course. 

E.  J.  Midgett  reported  his  work  and  on  motion  of 
the  superintendent  was  continued  in  studies  of  first  year. 

James  M.  Norton  being  absent,  was  represented  by  the 
Presiding  Elder  and  on  his  motion  continued  in  studies  of 
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first  year. 

Jno.  A.  Hudson  reported  his  work,  and  on  motion,  was 
continued  in  studies  of  second  year. 

Question  8.  "What  members  are  in  studies  of  third  year?'' 
was  called. 

Ulysis  S.  White  reported  his  work  and  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Graham  was  continued  in  studies  of  third  year. 

At  this  point  the  Bishop  made  some  appropriate  remarks 
upon  the  necessity  of  our  people  both  ministry  and  laiety 
patronizing  the  publications  of  our  own  church  and  of  or- 
derliness and  system  in  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary. 

Question  10  was  called,  "What  members  have  completed 
the  Conference  Course  of  Study?"  W.  H.  Luther  reported 
his  work,  and  the  board  of  examiners  made  report,  and  on 
motion  of  Dr.  Graham.  W.  H.  Luther  was  passed  to  the  list 
of  effective  elders,  he  having  been  previously  ordained  el- 
der. 

Rev.  D.  H.  Tuttle,  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  church.  South,  Eli- 
zabeth City,  X.  C,  was  introduced  by  Bishop  Joyce. 

On  motion  of  C.  M.  Levister,  the  representative  of  the 
Press  were  invited  to  a  seat  within  the  Bar  of  the  Con- 
ference. 

Rev.  Jno.  F.  Dodd,  D.  1)..  Assistant  Recording  Secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Society,  addressed  the  Conference  on  the 
work  of  the  Sunday  School  L'nion  and  Tract  Society, 

Committees  were  called  and  notices  given. 

Conference  adjourned. 

The  Doxology  was  sung  and  the  Bishop  pronounced  the 
Benediction. 

THIRD  DAY. 

Friday  23rd,    iqo^. 

Conference  convened  at  8:15  a.  m.  and  after  devotional 
services  by  Dr.  Durham  was  called  to  order  for  business 
by  Bishop  Joyce. 

Question  10.  "What  members  have  completed  th*  confer- 
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ence  Course  of  Study?"  was  resumed.  Juo.  J.  Lewis  reported 
his  work  and  the  Examining  Board  made  report.  He  was 
represented  by  the  Superintendent  and  on  his  motion  passed 
in  the  studies  of  the  fourth  year.  M.  L.  Chappell  reported 
his  work,  the  Examining  Board  made  report,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Dr.  Graham,  having  passed  fourth  year,  he  was 
elected  to  elder's  orders. 

Question  n.  "What  others  have  been  elected  and  or- 
dained Deacons?"  was  called.  Geo.  H.  Sever  presented  rec- 
ommendations from  Harker's  Island  Quarterly  Conference, 
the  Examining  Poard  made  report  and  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Graham  he  was  elected  to  deacon's  orders. 

Question  30.  "Where  shall  the  next  Conference  be 
held?"  was  taken  up.  Invitations  were  presented  from 
Morehead  City  and  Marshallberg.  After  discussion,  Mar- 
shallberg.  X.  C,  was  chosen. 

Question  22.  "Who  are  the  Supernumerary  Preachers?" 
was  called.  On  motion  of  the  Superintendent  James  A. 
Sisk  was  restored  to  the  effective  list. 

Question  21  was  taken  up.  "What  other  Personal  Nota- 
tion should  hi-  Made?"  The  order  of  Geo.  W.  Stancill,  as 
a  local  elder  from  the  Free  Will  Baptist  church,  we're  rec- 
ognized. 

C.  M.  Levister,  president  of  the  Graham  Collegiate  In- 
stitute, made  report  of  the  work  under  his  care  covering 
the  quadrenium  just  closed.  Dr.  Graham  made  a  strong 
plea  for  the  school,  and  on  motion  it  was  ordered  that  the 
report  be  printed  in  the  Conference  Minutes.  At  this  point 
Bishop  Joyce  made  some  happy  and  encouraging  remarks 
concerning  the  Epworth  League. 

On  motion  of  C.  M.  Levister,  the  following  named  were 

ted  trustees  of  the  Graham  Collegiate  Institute,  term  to 

expire  in  1004:  W.  H.  Luther,  J.  F.  Usrey,  J.  H.  Baines,  J. 

B.  Lewis.  M.  L.  Chappell;  term  to  expire  in  1905,  John  F. 

Dodd,  D.  D.,  Stephen  Davis,  J.  H.  Howard,  D.  D.,  S.  C. 
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Whitehurst,  E.  O.  Eldridge;  term  to  expire  in  1906,  W.  O. 
A.  Graham,  H.  Asa  Nichols,  C.  M.  Levister,  E.  P.  Lewis, 
Jr.,  T.  S.  Davis. 

Various  committees  made  report,  which,  on  motion,  in 
each  case,  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  C.  M.  Levister,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
brethren  be  assessed  two  dollars  each  to  pay  for  the  printing; 
of  the  minutes. 

On  motion  of  W.  Q.  A.  Graham  it  was  ordered  that  the 
printed  Journal  be  the  official  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  conference. 

The  committees  were  called  and  notices  given. 

Conference  adjourned. 

The  Doxology  was  sung  and  Bishop  Joyce  pronounced 
the  Benediction. 

FOURTH  DAY. 

Saturday,  October  24,  1903. 

Conference  convened  at  8:15  a.  m.  and  after  Pentecostal 
services  by  Dr.  Dunham,  was  called  to  order  for  business  by 
Bishop  Joyce. 

Journal  of  previous  session  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  J.  J.  Lewis,  W.  O.  A.  Graham  and  C.  M. 
Levister  were  elected  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Anti-Saloon  League  to  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
December  9th  to  nth,  1903. 

Question  5  was  resumed.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Graham. 
James  M.  Norton  was  continued  in  studies  of  first  year. 

On  motion  of  the  Superintendent,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  conference,  through  its  bishop  and  secretary,  endorse 
the  appeal  which  T.  S.  Davis,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Eliza 
beth  City,  is  making  to  cancel  the  debt  at  that  point. 

Report  of  treasurer  was  read,  showing  total  benevolent 
collections  $221.00,  and  on  motion  ordered  printed  in  the 
Journal. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Graham  E.  O.  Eldridge  and  W.  H.  Lu- 
ther were  added  to  Conference  Board  of  Examiners. 

Report  of  Statistical  Secretary  was  read  and  on  motion 
was  ordered  printed  in  the  Journal. 

On  motion  of  the  superintendent  the  following  named 
were  elected  triers  of  appeals :  W.  O.  A.  Graham,  E.  O.  El- 
dridge, J.  B.  Bridgers,  J.  F.  Usrey,  T.  S.  Davis,  C.  M.  Lev- 
ister,  J.  A.  Sisk. 

Various  committees  made  report,  which  on  motion  in 
each  case,  were  adopted. 

On  motion  the  matter  of  a  balance  due  this  conference 
from  the  Bine  Ridge  Conference  Relief  Fund  was  referred 
to  our  Relief  Fund  Trustees  with  instructions  to  bring  the 
matter  to  a  settlement. 

At  this  point  Conference  went  into  executive  session. 

During  the  executive  session  report  of  committee  on  to- 
bacco was  adopted. 

On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  when  Conference  adjourn 
it  be  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock  the  following  Monday  morn- 
ing. 

Conference  adjourned. 

The  Doxology  was  sung  and  the  Benediction  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  Bishop. 

FIFTH  DAY. 

Monday,  October  26,  1903. 

Conference  convened  at  7:30  a.  m.,  and  after  pentecostal 
services  by  Dr.  Dunham,  was  called  to  order  by  Bishop 
J(  >yce. 

Minutes  of  previous  session  read  and  approved. 

The  bishop  handed  to  the  Secretary  the  Certificate  of 
Ordination  of  Geo.  F.  Sever  as  a  local  deacon,  and  Moody 
L.  Chappell  as  an  elder. 

T.  S.  Davis  was  appointed  to  preach  the  Missionary  ser- 
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mon  and  W.  H.  Luther  as  Alternate. 

Rufus  Woodel,  supply  on  Pates  circuit,  reported  his 
work. 

On  motion  of  C.  M.  Levister  the  following  named  offi- 
cers were  elected  for  the  Conference  Epworth  League: 
President,  C.  M.  Levister;  Vice  President,  J.  A.  Hudson; 
Secretary,  Annie  Lee  Price;  Treasurer,  Lottie  Davis. 

Report  of  committee  on  apportionment  of  Missionary 
appropriation  was  read  and  on  motion  adopted. 

On  motion  of  W.  O.  A.  Graham,  the  sum  of  $150.00  re- 
ceived from  the  sale  of  Jerusalem  church  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Superintendent  to  be  deposited  in  a  National 
Bank  to  the  Credit  of  the  Conference  and  subject  to  theii 
order. 

Treasurer  of  Conference  Relief  Fund  was  instructed  to 
place  what  money  he  had  on  hand  in  bank  at  interest,  and  to 
push  the  collection  of  any  funds  still  out-standing. 

On  motion  of  W.  Q.  A.  Graham  the  following  named 
were  elected  a  Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension : 
President  J.  F.  Usrey:  Vice-President,  H.  A.  Nichols;  Sec- 
retary, C.  M.  Levister;  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Luther.  Addi- 
tional, M.  V.  Willis,  E.  P.  Lewis,  Sr.,  Chas.  S.  Davis,  with 
the  Superintendent,  ex-officio. 

On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  after  Devotional  Services 
and  reading  of  appointments  conference  adjourn  without 
date. 

The  Conference  was  led  in  prayer  by  the  bishop  and  the 
appointments  were  read. 

The  Conference  adjourned. 

The  Doxologv  was  sung  and  Bishop  Joyce  pronounced 
the  Benediction. 
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THE  GRAHAM  COLLEGIATE  INSTITUTE. 

PRESIDENT'S   REPORT. 

Dear  Bishop  and  Brethren: — Having  finished  a  term  of 
four  years  in  charge  of  your  Conference  school,  it  seems 
fitting  that  at  this  time  a  report  covering  that  period  should 
be  made. 

When  in  1899  I  took  charge  of  this  work,  it  was  with 
much  trepidation,  owing  to  my  lack  of  experience  and 
qualification.  But  with  a  firm  belief  in  the  integrity  of  our 
cause  and  unfaltering  faith  in  our  God.  we  began  the  work 
and  have  tried  to  do  what  we  conceived  to  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  school  and  church;  and  we  leave  results  to 
speak  for  themselves.  That  there  have  been  mistakes  goes 
without  saying;  that  there  have  been  some  failures  is  appa- 
rent; that  there  have  been  some  accomplishment  is  cause 
for  congratulation. 

When  I  arrived  at  Marshallberg  in  [899  to  take  charge  of 
the  institution,  just  one  month  before  the  advertised  d-'; 
opening,  there  was  $1.50  cash  in  the  treasury,  and  practical- 
ly nothing  on  hand  in  the  way  of  furnishing  with  which  to 
conduct  a  boarding  school.  By  the  aid  of  friends.  1  pur- 
chased sufficient  furnishings,  with  what  belonged  to  me  per- 
sonally.  to  supolv  our  needs  for  that  vear.  and  school  beeari 
on  time.  Enrollment  for  the  first  year  was  very  encouraging 
being  a  considerable  increase  over  the  previous  year.  It 
is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  there  has  been  a  constant 
increase  in  patronage  and  prestige  each  year  since. 

Realizing  from  the  experience  of  mv  first  year,  that  to 
accomplish  the  best  results,  better  facilities  in  the  way  of 
building,  equipment  and  teachers  were  absolutelv  mdisnen- 
sible,  with  the  approval  of  the  Bishon  and  the  Presiding 
Elder,  in  the  spring  of  1900  I  went  North  in  the  interest 
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of  our  school,  and  have  continued  to  make  yearly  trips  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
work.  The  wisdom  of  this  move  is  apparent  from  the  re- 
sults accomplished. 

Altogether  we  have  secured  $1,737.00,  the  disbursement 
of  which  will  appear  later.  In  material  equipment  we  have 
increased  the  value  of  property  $2,500,  $1,500  of  which 
has  been  in  building,  the  remainder  in  furnishings,  besides 
having  secured  six  acres  of  land. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  with  this  amount 
of  money  spent  on  buildings,  we  have  secured  practically 
three  new  structures,  consisting  of  the  girl's  dormitory  of 
eleven  rooms,  a  school  building  28x40;  and  a  handsome  new 
structure  known  as  Roseville  Hall  containing  ten  commod- 
ious rooms,  said  to  be  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  all  of  which  has  been  paid  for  save  about 
$375.00. 

There  have  been  received  from  all  sources  during  the  past 
four  years  $8,670.00,  as  follows:  Donations,  $1,737.00, 
from  the  Southern  Educational  Society,  $1,175.00,  from 
boarding  hall,  $5,322.00,  from  students'  aid  account, 
$434.00.  This  money  has  been  disbursed  as  follows :  To 
boarding  hall,  $3,305.00;  on  buildings,  $1,306.00;  teach- 
ers, $2,138.00;  students'  aid,  $434.00;  incidentals,  which  in- 
cludes expenses  of  five  trips  to  the  north,  $520.00 ;  furnish- 
ings, $814.00;  books,  $50.00;  real  estate,  $100.00. 

The  enrollment  for  the  four  years  has  been  556.  Of  this 
number,  seven  have  been  students  for  the  ministry  of  our 
church.  Twelve  students  have  been  aided  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  eight  have  worked  their  way.  Your  at- 
tention is  called  to  the  following  analysis;  there  has  been" 
in  the  boarding  hall  a  total  of  97  students  at  a  cost  of 
S3. 305. 00,  or  an  average  per  month  of  $4.25. 

Again,    you    will   note   that    we   have   paid    to   teachers 


ATLANTIC  MISSION  CONFERENCE.      19 

$2,138.00  and  the  attendance  has  been  556,  or  in  other 
words  the  average  cost  to  the  student  has  been  only  $3.84 
per  year  for  tuition. 

You  will  also  observe  that  while  our  expenditures  for 
the  four  years  on  account  of  improvements  has  been 
$2,220.00,  the  donations  received  have  only  aggregated  $1,- 
737.00,  showing  an  expenditure  on  improvements  from  the 
general  income  of  $482.00.  In  order  to  accomplish  this 
result,  it  has  been  necessary  to  practice  strictest  economy 
and  exercise  great  self-denial.  As  an  evidence  that  this 
has  been  done,  I  have  only  to  say  that  in  order  to  meet 
the  demands  made  upon  us,  your  executive  officer  was 
obliged  to  turn  over  to  the  school  a  large  part  of  his  personal 
household  and  kitchen  furniture  for  which  he  has  not  as 
yet  received  any  compensation.  In  addition  to  this  the 
salary  received  by  him  as  pastor  of  the  church  during  two 
years  was  turned  into  the  general  school  fund  and  used 
for  school  purposes.  Furthermore,  himself  and  family 
have  labored  incessantly  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  school 
and  the  only  compensation  he  has  received  so  far  has  been 
not  more  than  $100.00  per  year  in  addition  to  their  board. 

There  is  now  an  indebtedness  of  about  Si  .200.00,  $600.00 
of  which  is  due  to  your  President,  the  other  being  due  on 
furnishings  and  buildings.  There  are  outstanding  accounts 
amounting  U  1  nearly  $600.00,  the  most  of  which  we  hope  to 
collect. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  further  fact  that  the  South- 
ern Educational  Society  has  increased  its  appropriation 
from  $100.00  in  1899  to  $750.00  for  the  current  year. 
This,  we  think  is  good  evidence  of  the  high  regard  in  which 
our  work  is  held  by  that  society. 

We  have  secured  two  scholarships  worth  $25.00  and 
$50.00  respectively. 

A  system  of  water  works  will  be  installed  this  fall,  the 
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money  tor  which  is  already  in  hand. 

While  the  work  has  been  arduous  and  the  way  at  times 
has  been  dark,  yet  the  face  of  our  God  has  never  ceased  to 
shine  upon  us,  and  His  benignant  smile  has  never  failed  to 
give  courage  and  strength  to  our  feeble  hearts.  As  an  in- 
stance of  the  mighty  power  with  which  He  has  set  the  seal 
of  His  approval  upon  this  work,  we  call  your  attention  to 
the  great  revival  which,  like  the  lightning  from  a  clear  sky, 
burst  upon  us  in  the  power  and  demonstration  of  the  spirit 
during  our  last  session;  in  which  a  hundred  students  were 
happily  converted  to  God,  and  a  mighty  wave  of  religious 
fervor  and  enthusiasm  was  set  in  motion,  the  echoes  of 
which  will  greet  our  ears  upon  the  shore  of  Eternity. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  pen  of  Bishop  Foss,  who  has  personally  in- 
spected our  work : 

"For  many  years  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  visit  the  Con- 
ferences in  the  Southern  States  with  considerable  frequency 
and  carefully  to  inspect  the  work  of  the  Southern  Education 
Society,  both  in  the  colored  and  in  the  white  schools.  T 
think  every  new  opportunity  of  observation  has  increased 
my  conviction  of  the  general  excellence  of  that  work  and  of 
its  indispensableness  as  a  potential  agent  for  the  cure  of  il- 
literacy alike  ?mon°r  whites  and  negroes,  and  for  the  prep- 
aration of  the  ministry  of  our  church  throughout  that  re- 
gion of  country.  We  can  not  get  on  in  our  church  work 
efficiently  without  making  our  educational  work  stronger 
and  stronger.  E«oeciallv  is  it  mv  conviction  —which  I  have 
often  stated  in  public — that  our  Church  ever  since  the  war 
has  not  done  anywhere  on  the  face  of  the  earth  a  more 
Ohri«t1ike  work.  *  *  *  *  The  problem  must  be  taken  hold  of 
hv  Christiar  *r>A  philanthropic  people  with  constantly  in- 
creasingf  intelligence  and  zeal  and  so  carried  forward  will 
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certainly  accomplish  great  results. 

Yours  respectfully, 

C.   M.  LEVISTER, 

President. 

EPWORTH  LEAGUE. 

Your  committee  is  in  sympathy  with  the  position  taken  by 
the  Board  of  Control,  that  as  Methodists  we  should  not  be 
content  with  anything  short  of  the  highest  and  best  Chris- 
tian culture  for  our  children  and  young  people.  To  accom- 
plish this  we  should  be  careful  to  fix  in  the  minds  of  our 
children  Bible  truths  and  the  doctrines  and  history  of  our 
church.  As  a  committee  we  would  urge  upon  pastors  a.  d 
people  the  necessity  of  junior  organizations;  also  that  each 
organized  Chapter  be  formed  into  classes  of  first  second 
and  third  grades,  with  one  aim,  to  present  the  Bible  in  the 
simplest  form  possible,  so  that  the  children  can  learn  the 
most  of  the  Bible  in  early  life.  We  would  urge  our  young 
people  to  give  more  attention  to  the  history  of  our  church 
and  the  life  of  Wesley.  Also  to  study  carefully  the  high 
standard  of  Christ's  life  and  His  great  mission  in  the  world. 

We  also  urge  our  pastors  to  use  every  effort  possible  to 
organize  a  chapter  of  the  Epworth  League  wherever  it  is 
possible  and  practicable  and  thereby  improve  tie  intellect 
of  our  young  people  and  also  help  to  swell  the  number  from 
its  present  standard  of  half  a  million  to  a  million.  And  also 
to  urge  upon  each  member  to  subscribe  for  and  read  .he  Ep- 
worth  Herald. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

U.  S.  WHITE. 
M.  F.  CHAPPELL. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SOUTHERN  EDU- 
CATIONAL SOCIETY. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  reports  of 
this  Society  for  the  past  year  disclose  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  the  school,  under  its  care.  There  has  been  a  gene- 
ral increase  in  attendance,  an  advance  in  receipts,  over  $20,- 
000  has  been  put  in  industrial  work,  and  a  large  number  of 
conversions  as  a  result  of  earnest  religious  work. 

From  a  total  of  $59,600.00  appropriated  to  the  schools  in 
1899  there  has  been  an  advance  to  $102,545.00  appropriated 
for  the  current  year. 

Notwithstanding  this  largely  increased  appropriation  for 
the  schools,  the  debt  during  the  past  three  years  has  shown 
a  constant  decrease. 

Your  attention  is  called  especially  to  the  fact  that  this 
society  has  appropriated  more  than  a  thousand  dollars  to  our 
own  conference  school  in  the  past  four  years,  and  has  in- 
creased the  amount  from  one  hundred  dollars  in  1899  to 
practically  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  current  year.  You 
will  also  be  glad  to  note  that  our  school  is  shown  in  the  last 
annual  report  of  the  Society  to  be  the  largest  of  its  kind 
among  white  people  in  the  South. 

The  work  of  this  Society  relates  itself  not  only  to  the 
progress  of  the  church  in  our  land,  but  also  to  the  very 
life  of  the  Republic.  It  therefore  deserves  the  deep  inter- 
est of  our  pastors,  and  the  earnest  presentation  of  its  work 
annually  before  the  people  of  our  churches. 

The  apportionment  to  the  conference  for  the  enusing  year 
is  $150.00;  and  your  committee  urges  upon  the  pastors  that 
thev  make  a  united  and  earnest  effort  to  raise  this  amount. 

C.  M.  LEVISTER, 

Chairman. 
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TEMPERANCE. 

We,  your  Committee,  beg  leave  to  say  that  we  rejoice 
in  the  progress  that  has  been  made  by  the  "Anti-Saloon 
League"  in  securing  prohibition  in  many  places  in  our  own 
State  and  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

We  recognize  the  saloon  as  the  most  potent  evil,  and 
strong  drink  as  the  worst  enemy  with  which  the  church  has 
to  deal,  and  also  as  a  mighty  clog  to  the  advancement  of 
civilization.     Therefore,  be  it, 

Resolved,  That  as  a  church,  we  stand  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der with  the  Anti-Saloon  League  in  trying  to  rid  our  coun- 
try of  the  monster,  and  that  we  oppose  the  use  of  spiritous 
liquors  in  moderation  as  well  as  in  excess. 

Resolved,  further.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  of  our  preach- 
ers to  preach  on  the  subject  to  each  congregation  at  least 
once  a  year. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  your  committee  In  the  name  of 
the  Son  of  God. 

D.  D.  BAILEY, 
L.  B.  BRIDGERS. 


24      ATLANTIC  MISSION  CONFERENCE. 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

We  the  Auditing  Committee,  have  examined  the  account? 
of  the  Superintendent  and  find  that  he  has  received  from  the 
Missionary  Society  drafts  to  the  amount  of  $1,225.00  paid 
as  follows  : 

U.  S.  White    $      50.00 

T.  S.  Davis   150.00 

D.  D.  Bailey 50.00 

J.  J.  Lewis    75-QO 

J.   H.   Garris    20.00 

VV.  H.  Luther 40.00 

R.  W.  W( n  .dell   25.00 

U.  S.  Crowder   75-0° 

E.  O.  Eldridge 75-OQ 

J .  B.  Bridgers 1 10.00 

J.  A.  Hudson    20.00 

J.   F.    Qsrey    60.00 

M.  L.  Chappell   75.00 

District    400.OO 


$1,225.00 
THOS.  S.  DAVIS, 
JAS.  H.  GARRIS. 

CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

Whereas,  no  organization  is  more  helpful  to  our  work 
in  this  field  than  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  it  having 
expended  in  this  Conference  during  its  seven  years'  exis- 
tence $27,500.00  donations  and  loans  of  $t;oo.oo. 

The  board  asks  us  this  year  to  raise  $200.00  and  donate 
to  our  work  $1,000.00. 

Resolved,  That  we  as  pastors  will  see  to  it  that  every 
effort  will  be  put  forth  to  raise  every  cent  of  the  appro- 
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priation. 

W.  O.  A.  GRAHAM. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  TOBACCO  QUES- 
TION. 

Whereas,  the  standards  of  life  in  Christian  civilization 
are  constantly  being  raised  higher  under  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel,  until  no  Christian  minister  would  be  tolerated 
who  was  known  to  be  a  tippler;  likewise  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  having  anticipated  the  growing  sentiment  of 
the  people  alonp  the  lines  of  cleanliness  in  Christian  purity 
and  therefore  absolutely  requiring  that  all  candidates  for 
full  connection  in  a  Conference  shall  solemnly  promise  to 
wholly  abstain  from  the  use  of  tobacco,  with  the  conditions 
so  plainly  implied  that  no  right-minded  person  can  doubt 
it,  nor  that  the  disuse  shall  be  complete  and  forever. 

Whereas,  when  we  consider  that  Christians,  especially 
ministers,  are  to  be  the  best  examples  of  purity,  and  exempt 
from  popular  vices,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  people 
arc  asking  for  ministers  in  their  homes  who  will  influence 
boys  toward  a  noble  life,  therefore  be  it, 

Resolved.  That  we  urge  our  brethren  who  may  have  to- 
bacco habit  to  seek  that  grace  which  they  preach  to  others, 
and  which  they  know  can  save,  and  do  this  for  the  sake 
of  the  younger  brethren  and  also  for  the  sake  of  the  boys 
in  the  homes,  and  for  the  sake  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and 
1  lis  cause,  discontinue  the  use  of  tobacco. 

Resolved,  further,  That  we  as  a  Conference  will  in  the 
future  refuse  to  admit  on  trial  any  person  who  has  hereto- 
fore used  tobacco  until  he  has  abstained  from  its  use  for 
at  least  twelve  months  prior  to  his  application  for  admission. 

J.  B.  BRIDGERS, 
T.  A.  HUDSON, 
M.  L.  CHAPPELL, 

Committee. 
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MISSIONS. 

We,  your  committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report  that 
our  hearts  are  moved  to  a  just  pride  when  we  consider  the 
great  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  wonderful  work  which  it  is  accomplishing. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Society  last 
year  raised  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  forty- 
live  per  cent,  was  spent  in  the  home  field,  and  fifty-five  per 
cent,  in  the  Foreign  field.  This,  too.  at  a  cost  for  handling 
of  only  two  per  cent. 

We  are  glad  also  to  report  that  we  have  laborers  in  every 
field  in  the  wide  world  save  two.     Therefore  be  it  resolved : 

That  we  urge  our  ministry  to  insist  that  every  church  and 
Sabbath  School  be  organized  into  a  Missionary  Society,  and 
give  our  earnest  support. 

J.  B.  BRIDGERS, 
J.  H.  GORRIS, 
J.  F.  USREY. 

PERIODICALS. 

Nothing  is  more  important  in  the  building  up  of  a  strong 
and  intelligent  membership  in  our  churches  than  a  wide  cir- 
culation of  our  church  literature.  Our  church  papers  are 
educators  coming  weekly,  to  the  homes  of  our  people,  in- 
forming them  of  our  own  and  other  Christian  bodies.  We 
therefore  urge  on  our  pastors  a  more  active  canvass  from 
house  to  house  in  each  charge,  that  if  possible  one  of  our 
denominational  papers  be  put  in  every  home. 

T.  S.  DAVIS. 

TRACT  SOCIETY. 

The  Tract  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
aids  in  the  circulation  of  religious  literature,  particularly  in 
the  form  of  tracts  and  leaflets  throughout  the  entire  world. 
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It  is  circulating  literature  in  at  least  twelve  languages  in 
foreign  lands.  Every  year  it  gives  away  11,000,000  pages 
of  tracts  in  the  United  States  alone,  besides  sending  $12,000 
annually  to  our  foreign  missions  for  aid  in  the  publication 
and  circulation  of  religious  literature.  During  the  past  year 
it  has  distributed  tracts  to  the  soldiers  in  nearly  all  our 
camps,  to  the  prisons  and  public  institutions  throughout  our 
land  wherever  application  was  made,  and  to  thousands  of 
pastors  for  circulation  in  their  charges. 

We  recommend  that  the  pastors  in  our  Conference  avail 
themselves  more  generally  of  the  liberal  offer  of  the  Tract 
Society,  which  provides  that  every  preacher  who  will  make 
application  can  receive  from  the  Society  free,  in  the  form 
of  tracts,  one  half  of  the  last  collection  of  his  charge  for  the 
Tract  Society.  If  a  larger  grant  is  needed,  and  his  church 
is  not  able  to  pay  for  the  tracts,  the  Society  will  make  gen- 
erous donations  of  tracts  for  distribution. 

We  further  recommend  that  our  pastors  send  to  the  bock 
concern  for  the  catalogue  of  tracts,  which  will  be  sent  free 
t<>  all  who  apply,  and  that  they  examine  the  abundant  store 
of  tracts  published  under  the  auspices  of  our  church.  Tracts 
are  exceedingly  cheap,  being  sold  at  the  uniform  rate  of  [6 
pages  for  one  cent,  so  that  $1.00  will  purchase  1,000  pages 
of  tracts.  We  earnestly  hope  that  our  pastors  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  furnished  by  the  Tract  Society 
for  an  increased  circulation  of  these  leaves  from  the  Tree  of 
Life. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Tract  Society  needs  the  sum  of  $50,000 
per  annum  in  order  to  carry  on  its  work  throughout  the 
church  and  the  world,  we  urge  that  a  collection  be  taken  for 
this  society  in  all  our  church  during  the  coming  year,  that 
the  usual  offerings  be  more  than  doubled,  and  that  our  sup- 
port, both  morally  and  financially,  be  given  this  Society  to 
spread  a  Christian  literature  throughout  the  world. 
Respectfullv  submitted. 

U.  S.  WHITE. 
M.  L.  CHAPPEIX. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

We  recognize  in  the  Sunday  School  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant factors  in  the  religious  and  educational  life,  not  only 
of  our  own  age,  but  the  ages  to  come,  since  the  Sunday 
Schoof  teaches  the  Bible  and  brings  the  Gospel  to  vast  mul- 
titudes during  the  period  of  childhood.  The  total  Sunday 
School  population  in  the  United  States  is  more  than  13,150,- 
000  of  whom  there  are  in  the  Methodist  church  over  32,390 
Sunday  Schools  with  351,402  officers  and  teachers  and 
more  than  2,^58,429  scholars. 

Inasmuch  as  the  education  of  the  young  in  religion  is  of 
the  highest  importance,  great  care  should  be  exercised  in 
the  selection  of  teachers.  The  pastors  and  superintendents 
should  mutually  aid  in  choosing  for  the  instruction  of  our 
children  men  and  women  of  earnest  Christian  character, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  aptness  in  teaching.  We 
hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  every  teacher  in  our 
Sunday  Schools  shall  be  a  professed  follower  of  Jesus  Christ, 
with  a  living  experience. 

We  believe  that  the  literature  for  the  Sunday  School  sup- 
plied by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  published  by 
our  own  Book  Concern,  is  the  best  for  the  purpose  that  can 
be  obtained.  We  urge  that  our  pastors  and  presiding  elders 
see  that  our  literature  is  used  in  the  Sunday  School.  We 
are  confident  that  this  will  help  to  build  up  an  earnest  relig- 
ious character,  loyal  to  our  church,  among  the  young  people 
who  attend  our  Sunday  Schools. 

We  recommend  that  whenever  practicable  the  Home  De- 
partment be  established  in  connection  with  our  Sunday 
Schools.  This  is  a  distinct  branch  of  the  Sunday  School  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  are  unable  to  attend  its  sessions, 
but  are  willing  to  study  the  lesson  at  home.  We  suggest 
that  pastors  and  officers  send  to  the  Book  Concern  for  liter- 
ature upon  this  subject  and  take  steps  for  the  establishment 
of  this  department,  which  links  the  home  and  the  school 
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in  the  study  of  the  word  of  God. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

U.  S.  WHITE, 
M.  L.  CHAPPELL. 

Committee. 

EDUCATION. 

The  word  education  is  a  mighty  word.  It  stands  for  op- 
portunity and  power.  Especially  in  this  time  of  Christian 
education  and  never  more  so  than  in  the  present  when  a  God- 
less culture  would  eliminate  the  Bible  from  our  public  schools 
and  as  Carlyle  has  said,  "Sneeze  the  Almighty  out  of  the 
Universe."  Our  church  has  always  stood  in  the  forefront  of 
educational  advancement.  She  was  born  in  a  university. 
Her  founder  was  the  best  Greek  scholar  and  linquist  of  his 
day.  Spirituality  to  reach  its  highest  effectiveness  must 
be  intelligent.  Christianity  cannot  be  buried  in  the  mauso- 
leum of  three  hundred  years  ago  and  adapt  itself  to  this 
the  greatest  of  all  the  centuries.  Your  committee  note  with 
pleasure  the  successful  and  efficient  work  that  is  being  ac- 
complished through  our  church  Board  of  Education,  and 
the  high  standard  of  excellence  it  inculcates.  We  would 
recommend  that  all  our  preacher^  endeavor  to  put  a  copy  o\ 
the  Christian  student  in  every  home  on  their  charge  and 
thereby  furnish  to  our  people  for  the  small  sum  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  year  a  stimulating  correspondence  of  the  work 
this  organization  is  accomplishing. 

Our  Conference  Seminary.  The  Graham  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute, under  the  able  management  of  its  president,  reinforce'': 
by  the  sympathy  and  help  of  our  Presidine  Elder  has  had  r. 
prosperous  year  and  represents  an  efficient  preparatory 
school  of  which  our  Conference  may  well  be  proud.  It  de- 
serves the  greatest  help  at  the  hands  of  our  people. 

Drew  Theological  Seminary,  known  throughout  our  land 
as  one  of  the  very  best  of  our  Theological  institutions,  is 
thoroughly  equipped   and   rejoices   in   increased   usefulness 
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and  patronage. 

In  concluding  our  report  we  would  call  attention  especially 
to  the  need  of  a  greater  appreciation  of  education  in  general 
on  the  part  of  our  people,  and  that  such  information  be  fur- 
nished them  as  will  tend  to  increased  love,  zeal  and  liberality 
for  the  cause  of  Christian  culture  and  see  to  it  that  our  Con- 
ference Seminary  has  our  undivided  support  and  that  each 
pastor  raise  or  give  himself  the  sum  of  five  dollars  during 
the  current  Conference  year  for  this  institution. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  L.  CHAPPELL, 
E.  O.  ELDRIDGE. 

BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Your  committee  on  Bible  Society  ask  permission  to  say 
it  is  our  duty  as  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  to  educate  the  peo- 
ple on  the  line  of  Bible  work  because  what  the  Bible  has 
done  for  us,  it  can  do  for  others.  It  lives  and  gives  life  be- 
cause it  is  itself  the  product  of  right  living  of  the  divine  life 
in  men.  We  who  have  profited  most  by  the  Scriptures  are 
bound  by  duty,  by  gratitude  and  by  self-interest  to  at  least 
put  them  in  reach  of  all  our  fellowmen.  Therefore  be  it  re- 
solved: 

That  the  American  Bible  Society  has  done  and  is  doing  a 
great  and  important  work.  It  is  our  duty  to  urge  upon  the 
people  the  necessity  of  supporting  this  great  institution  and 
that  each  pastor  take  a  collection  to  that  end. 

M.  L.  CHAPPELL, 
U.  S.  WHITE. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THANKS. 

Whereas,  we  have  been  very  much  delighted  and  edified 
by  the  faithful  ministries  of  Dr.  E.  S.  Dunham: 

Resolved,  That  we  thank  him  heartily  for  his  clear  ex- 
position of  the  word  and  patient  effort  to  clear  the  doctrine 
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of  Entire  Sanctification  of  the  fog  of  crankiness. 

W.  O.  A.  GRAHAM. 

Whereas,  Rev.  John  F.  Dodd,  D.  D.,  Assistant  Recording 
Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society,  has,  from  the  begin- 
ning, shown  such  interest  in  our  work,  and; 

Whereas,  by  his  helpful  counsel,  kindliness  of  heart,  and 
wide  experience,  been  of  great  benefit  to  this  Conference, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  a  Conference  take  this  method  of 
recording  our  high  appreciation  of  him  as  an  officer  of  the 
Missionary  Society,  Christian  brother  and  servant  of  God, 
and  be  it  further  resolved : 

That  we  extend  to  him  a  cordial  invitation  to  visit  us 
every  year  if  he  can  so  arrange  it. 

C.  M.  LEVISTER. 

Whereas,  Bishop  Joyce  has,  by  his  wise  counsel,  loving 
sympathy  and  splendid  ability,  endeared  himself  to  all  our 
hearts,  therefore  be  it  resolved : 

That  we  thank  God  for  having  sent  him  to  preside  over 
our  Conference. 

That  we  will  pray  that  our  Father's  watch  care  may  be 
over  him  wherever  he  may  go,  and  further  resolved, 

That  we  earnestly  urge  the  Board  of  Bishops  to  assign 
him  to  this  field  another  year. 

C.  M.  LEVISTER. 
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.MISSIONARY  APPROPRIATION. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee  at  its  session  in 
November,  1902,  gave  to  this  Conference  for  its  work  the 
sum  of  $1,400.00  which  your  committee  has  divided  as  fol- 
lows : 

District    $  400.00 

Alliance    10.00 

Avon   50.00 

Bladen    50.00 

Elizabeth  City 170.00 

Lawrenceville   60.00 

Parmele    40.00 

Pates    40.00 

Portsmouth    300.00 

Rowlands  .  .  .  .  : 50.00 

Whaleyville    50.00 

Wildwood 60.00 

Morehead  City    60.00 

Winfall   60.00 

Total    $i\,40o.oc< 

C.  M.  LEVISTER,  W.  O.  A  GRAHAM, 

Secretary.  Chairman. 

I  approve  the  above  Missions  and  appropriations. 

ISAAC  \V.  JOYCE,  Bishop. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  ORDINATION. 

This  certifies  that  on  Sunday.  October  25,  1903,  in  Eliza- 
beth City,  N.  C.  under  an  election  by  the  Atlantic  Mission 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  I  did 
ordain  George  F.  Sever  a  Deacon  in  said  church. 

And  the  same  day.  in  the  same  place  and  under  an  elec- 
tion by  the  above  named  Conference,  and  assisted  by  Elders, 
I  did  ordain  Moodly  L.  Chappell  an  Elder  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 
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Given  under  my  hand  this  26th  day  of  October,  1903,  in 
Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 

ISAAC  W.  JOYCE. 
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